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precision application, but achieving that
requires sufficient capacity and the use of
modern, well-maintained equipment.

Declining cereal prices and increasing input
costs mean that, at the time of writing this
article mid-way through November, gross
margins for the 2008/2009 crop year do
not look promising. However, such is the
level of price volatility in the commodity and
inputs sectors that exactly what the
situation will be at harvest is anyone’s
guess. However, with some key products
likely to be in short supply, the need for
sound budgeting, planning and early
ordering cannot be over-emphasised. 

The focus of this article has been on the
business of producing the crop, but whilst
mentioning cereal prices we should not
forget the role of marketing. Although, as
agronomists, the team at Prime Agriculture
are not involved in this aspect, we advise
farmers to take advice from professionals,
such as the AtlasFram Group, to help them
make important decisions in this field,
decisions which can easily make the
difference between profit and loss. 

Commodity markets have experienced
extraordinary volatility in recent months and
most producers simply do not have the
time or expertise to keep pace with
developments. Whilst there will always be
those who will always want to sell
everything themselves on the ‘spot’
market, our clients are increasingly
delegating this vital management task to
the professionals and making greater use
of either pools or futures, some marketing
as much as 60 per cent of their expected
production using this method.

Footnote: 
Prime Agriculture is the largest independent
agronomy partnership in Eastern England, covering
virtually all types of crops and soil types. Partners
can offer individual service based on client
requirements from a full agronomy package to
strategic advice on all aspects which affect whole
farm business decisions. The aim is to help clients
product quality crops to achieve the highest margins
to contribute to farm profitability, in a way that
complies with current legislation and respects the
farm environment. 
All partners are BASIS and FACTS registered and
committed to updating advice based on independent
research results.
Prime Agriculture is based at Honingham Thorpe,
Colton, Norwich, Norfolk, NR9 5BZ. 
Tel: 01603 881881, email enquiries@primeag.co.uk or
visit www.primeag.co.uk  
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Weather predictions highlight need
for effective crop drying facilities
Whether changes in weather patterns are
naturally occurring or brought about by
global warming, the likelihood is that
Britain’s weather is set to get wetter.
With the floods causing problems for
many farmers again this year, Calor is
urging farm managers to ensure that
effective and efficient crop drying
methods are in place. 

Calor has been assisting farmers by
providing a reliable bulk fuel supply for
over 70 years and has a proven track
record in the agriculture market. Calor
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) is an ideal
fuel for crop drying thanks to its accurate
and reliable control of heat. 

LPG offers precise moisture control and
even heat, ensuring optimum drying
temperatures are maintained and crops
are dried evenly to the correct moisture
content. Crops such as wheat, maize,
barley, rape, peas, potatoes, bulbs and
onions can all be dried economically and
efficiently with Calor LPG.

Calor’s Kevin Houlden says farmers should
consider planning ahead: “Although we
cannot foresee exactly what the weather
will be like next year, the predictions
from the experts are that wetter summers
could be here to stay.

“We typically receive an influx of requests

for grain drying installations just as the
drying season approaches. However, we
can work with manufacturers and
distributors to install LPG tanks and
equipment at any time of year.”

Compared with oil, LPG is a cleaner-
burning fuel producing fewer carbon
emissions and less smoke, meaning that it
can be used in more sensitive of areas
and will not taint the crops in any way. 

What’s more, Calor offers the largest LPG
delivery network in the country and a
comparative tank rental cost covers
regular maintenance checks, a 24-hour,
365-day emergency call-out service and
visual inspections every time it is refilled,
giving customers complete peace of mind.

Offering a complete fuel solution for UK
farmers, in addition to crop drying, Calor
LPG can be used for animal rearing, weed
burning, heating and other agricultural
applications. 

For further information call 
0800 216 659, log on to 
www.lpg-farming.co.uk/crop-drying.htm
or email: commercial@calor.co.uk.


