


The Vario-Cast system shows all
the savings of requiring no extra
passes and is particularly
appealing to large arable farmers
with drill time pressure, as
seeding can be carried out
without tying up the drill, freeing
it for other seeding work where
drilling is necessary.

There are 2 sizes of seeders giving
precise and even distribution
across the machine width.

Vario-Cast 8
8 metering rollers feed 8 outlets

Vario-Cast 16
16 metering rollers feeding
16 outlets

All outlets are fitted with
specially designed distribution
plates, which give an even
overlapping spread pattern.
However, seeders can be
used without the
distribtuor plates for band
sowing, and an optional
twin outlet ‘Y-
junction’ can be
fitted to double the
number of outlets.

The Vario-Cast can be used to seed
OILSEED RAPE
CLOVER
MUSTARD
LINSEED
GRASS MIXTURES
LUCERNE
KALE
STUBBLE TURNIPS

Other small seeds
and slug pellets

FAQ’s
[ How can | free up the time
pressure on my current drill?

I} Using your Opico Vario-
Cast will take the pressure
off during rape seeding

[ How can I speed up drilling,
reduce the overall cost and improve
rape establishment?

I Use a Vario-Cast on a set of
discs for establishment straight
after the combine

[ How can I apply slug pellets
accurately after the drill?

I3 Do it all as one job, mount a Vario-
Cast on your drill and apply the
pellets at the same time

[IHow can | seed stubble turnips
straight after the combine?

3 Add an Opico Vario-Cast to
your harrow and the job will be
done in one pass
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FLEXIBLE SEEDING SYSTEM DELIVERS

COST SAVINGS AND IMPROVED
ESTABLISHMENT

Added flexibility, significant
cost savings and better crop
establishment are among the
benefits realised by West
Yorkshire arable farm manager
John Hogg.

Mr Hogg grows some 660 acres
of rape, winter wheat and spring
peas at Manor Farm, George
Lane, Notton, Wakefield. Last
August he bought an OPICO
Vario-Cast 8 electronic
pneumatic seeder, which he
mounted on top of a lightweight
3-metre power harrow. This runs
behind a 7-leg McConnel
Shakaerator and allows the seed
to be blown underneath the roller.
The new set-up allowed him to
drill 185 acres of rape into winter
wheat stubble in one pass with
no previous cultivations at all.
"We didn't need to disc and press
the stubble which released a man

to take on a cultivation contract
nearby," said Mr Hogg.

Granule application

We've a bit of a brome grass
problem in some fields," added
Mr Hogg, "and we were also
looking for a machine that would
handle Avadex granules. When
we had finished drilling the oil
seed rape we made up a different
frame and brackets and popped
the seeder onto the back of the
rollers. This allows us to apply
Avadex granules as we roll and
we can also apply slug pellets in
the same way."

The electronic seeder can be
controlled from the cab, which
means they can switch it on or
off, increase the dosage rate on
heavier patches of land, and just
do 2-3 acres of a field rather
than the whole lot.

Vario-Cast 8 electronic with 400 litre hopper
mounted on Mr Raceys Simba 6.6m X Press

Upgrading their system for
applying oil seed rape on to
winter wheat stubble last
autumn enabled
Cambridgeshire father
and son farming
partnership Andrew and
Anthony Racey to halve
the time previously
taken to do the job.
The Raceys farm 1200
acres of heavy Grade 3
land at Wigsthorpe
near Oundle.
With manpower at a premium -
"Anthony and | do everything",
says Andrew - there is great

reliance on timeliness and the
right high output machinery
for the job.

Prior to last year, the rape
seeding system had
consisted of a 7 leg deep
cultivator on which was
mounted an OPICO

seeder. The rig had an
operating width of 4

metres and was pulled

by a 270hp tractor.

Average time to get the

rape in with this system

was 10 days. Last June

they purchased a new
OPICO Vario-Cast 8

"There's a cost saving there as
well," says Mr Hogg. "We would
normally employ somebody on
a quad bike to do that.

Establishment "Spot On"
The rape establishment has been
spot on and better than before.

"Because the crop was subsoiled as
it was drilled, it's never stood wet,
despite us having such a wet autumn.
It’s always been just working away

there quietly. It has a fantastic
rooting system on it. The rape is
obviously dropped in rough rows

right behind the subsoiler legs and
down it goes - there's no compaction.

All our oilseed rape this year will
be drilled that way."

John Hogg with his rape crop

Vario-Cast 8 electronic mounted
on 6.3 metre Opico Rolls

RAPE SEEDING TIME CUT BY

HALF IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE

electronic pneumatic seeder
which they mounted on a new 6.6
metre Simba X-press so that the
rape could be applied directly
behind the press wheels.

The set-up achieved the

desired objective: they managed
to finish the 500 acres of

rape in five days.

There has been no problem
with crop establishment. "The
weather came right, it rained
afterwards and the crop looks
good," said Andrew.

Average seed application was
7kg per hectare "but by the
look of the crop we might try
cutting this to 5kg per
hectare", he added.

The seeder had proved reliable
and represented good value for
money, said Andrew. "It is quite
simple to set up and is a cheap
and quick way of doing the job
at a time of the year when speed
is of the essence.

"It has worked out well. We are
happy with the job it does and
will do it again this year."



